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She said: "No."

"But," he said, "we all owe a debt to our
mothers. Haven't you thought of that?"

"Yes, I have thought of that/' She was very
grave now. "But, you see, Mother didn't really
love me. If she had done she would never have
left me all alone here. She would not have been
ashamed of me. She was ashamed of me, you
know."

It was so true that he did not attempt to deny
it.

"She would not have behaved like she did. i
have been happy here, it is true, but, oh, so dull.
I don't believe people ought to be so dull. When
I have a daughter I won't leave her alone. Ill
want her to be with me always. Always/* she
repeated insistently.

He was sure that she would.

" So I don't want to hear about my mother,"
she said.

All the same, he told her about the way she
had danced, about the way that she had looked,
and also about the way that she had suffered.
" Your father," he said, " was the one to blame.
She loved him so much and then, when he de-
serted her, she was so unhappy."

" But why did that make her want to make me
unhappy, too?"

He saw here something which had grown up
with the years. Poor little Sidonie I She had made
some bad mistakes in life, and bringing up
Doreen as she had done had been one of them*

" Perhaps," he said, ** you ought to blainc me^
too, because since I became your guardian I have